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ELECTIONS BACKGROUND



Direction

1939:  The Washington State Conservation 
Commission is required by Chapter 89.08 Revised 
Code of Washington to adopt procedures for 
conservation district elections. “

.” RCW 
89.08.190. 

¨

The commission shall 
establish procedures for elections, canvass the returns 
and announce the official results thereof
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70 Years
District Elections from 1939 to 2010:  

Collection of election policies and procedures.

Election manual.

Year ~2000:  Change
High profile elections.

Elections placed on general ballot = expensive.
Confusion over election procedures and requirements.

Low voter turnout / public involvement.
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Election Process Review
Stakeholder engagement from 2007-2010:

Conservation District staff and supervisors.
Washington Association of Conservation Districts (WACD) 
District Operations Committee.
Commission and WACD joint elections committee.
County auditors and elections officials.
Commission-assigned assistant attorney general.
Informal input from the public and interested parties.

2010 Adoption of Election Regulations – WAC 135-
110.

¨

¨

¤

¤

¤

¤

¤

¤

5



Purpose of Election Regulations

Facilitate an open elections process,

Establish clear election procedures to provide for 
fair treatment for candidates and voters,

Clarify statutory language,  

Provide statewide consistency in the election process, 
and

Define the election process to assist future changes.
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ELECTION CYCLE



Supervisor Elections & Appointments

2 District Supervisors Appointed by State 
Conservation Commission.

3 District Supervisors Elected in Special Local 
Election. 

3 of 5 Supervisors must be land owners or farm 
operators.

Three year term.
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Simple Calendar
August - September 

Election Webinar.

Begin thinking about when to have your election, review procedures.

October - December
Advertise election meeting, hold election meeting, adopt election 
resolution. 

January – March 
Hold election.

By end of April
All paperwork to Commission.

May
Commission announces election winners and appointees.
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ELECTION STATISTICS FOR 2012



2012 Election Statistics

31 of 47 districts (76%) were able to use WAC 135-
110-370 to automatically re-elect their incumbent 
candidate and call-off their election.

This number would have been slightly higher (33-34) but 
some districts had trouble and couldn’t use the WAC 
section.

Last year 19 of 47 (40%) were able to use WAC 135-
110-370.
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Number of Candidates
There were 52 candidates in 2012.

There were 57 candidates in 2011.

There were 54 candidates in 2010.

There were 52 candidates in 2009.  
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¨ Commission staff and the public observed six of 
the sixteen district elections that were held (38%).

2012 Elections Observed
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ELECTION RESOURCES



Resources on the Web
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Questions / Discussion?  Thank you!

Election Officer, 
Regional Manager,
Washington State 

Conservation Commission
beller@scc.wa.gov

509-385-7512
POB 47721

Olympia, WA 98504-
7721

Bill Eller
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