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ELECTIONS BACKGROUND




Direction

- 1939: The Washington State Conservation
Commission is required by Chapter 89.08 Revised
Code of Washington to adopt procedures for
conservation district elections. “The commission shall
establish procedures for elections, canvass the returns
and announce the official results thereof.” RCW

89.08.190.




70 Years

-- District Elections from 1939 to 2010:
Collection of election policies and procedures.
Election manual.

- Year ~2000: Change
High profile elections.
Elections placed on general ballot = expensive.
Confusion over election procedures and requirements.
Low voter turnout / public involvement.



Election Process Review

-- Stakeholder engagement from 2007-2010:
Conservation District staff and supervisors.

Washington Association of Conservation Districts (WACD)
District Operations Committee.

Commission and WACD joint elections committee.
County auditors and elections officials.
Commission-assigned assistant attorney general.
Informal input from the public and interested parties.

- 2010 Adoption of Election Regulations — WAC 135-
110.



_ Purpose of Election Regulations

-~ Facilitate an open elections process,

-- Establish clear election procedures to provide for
fair treatment for candidates and voters,

-- Clarify statutory language,

- Provide statewide consistency Iin the election process,
and

-- Define the election process to assist future changes.



ELECTION CYCLE




Supervisor Elections & Appointments
]

-- 2 District Supervisors Appointed by State
Conservation Commission.

-- 3 District Supervisors Elected in Special Local
Election.

- 3 of 5 Supervisors must be land owners or farm
operators.

- Three year term.



Simple Calendar

1]
- August - September

Election Webinar.
Begin thinking about when to have your election, review procedures.
- October - December

Advertise election meeting, hold election meeting, adopt election
resolution.

- January — March
Hold election.
- By end of April
All paperwork to Commission.
- May
Commission announces election winners and appointees.



2013 Election Deadline Calculator

WAC Elaction Manual |
Publsh e frst nofcz of ha inent o adopt an Elacéon Resolufon (2t least 6 days before the 2™ nofca below) EA102201) | SeAm202 |
Publsh the second nofce ofthe Inientio Adopt an Eleckon Resolufon.” 135-110-220{1) | Secion2D2
Hold BOS meséng o adet the Elecion Resolon." 155110210 | Sechon 202
| Pubish e frsnokce e adociad Becion Resovion (2l days b e v ke belon) * 10202 | Ssin202
Publsh the second nofe ofhe adopied Flecéon Resoluion” 85-110-2202) | Secion202
Deadine for WECC to receive the adopted Elecéon Resalufon 135-110-2103) | Semon 202
Candidatz provides inbrmakon o CD by the fing deadine 135110020 | Secion26
Candidatz provides he nominaing pefion & CD by fing deadine." 1511040 | Sacion2@
Candidais fing deadine (i lsast & weeks before elecion dag) 15110300 | Secion26
IFautomagcaly re-glectng an incumbent, the Checkist must be fled out & submited 136110310 | Secdon 241
Verly each canddae s quafed b serve. 135-110-085 | Sechon2D2i
Vet each candie's noinaion palon 1E0860) | Secin2D2l |
Complets pol lsts 15110550 | Secton2F2
Count balols, complele bak resulls report 135410750 | Sefon2F3 |
t | Fauiomakcaly re-glecing an incumberd, lake necassary pickures of dechio canicelaion signs. 135010370 | Secion 21
_ " Submi copies ofal compleied forms to WSCC. Ifauiomafical re-cleciing an incumber, remember b provide phobos R —
and cher supparing matenals (see Checkisl)
Abbreviations: C = Candidate; CD = Consenvation District; BOS = CD board of supenvisors; ES = Elestion Supervisor; POs = Polling Officers.
For forms and pracedures, please visit: http:/inwn.scc.wa gowlections; Submit copies ofslection documents to elecfions@sce wagov
* PLEASENOTE: These times are minimums, the BOS can set mare than this minimum amount of mrmc 135-410-330(2)); If they do so, all * dates will have fo be adjusted accordingly.




ELECTION STATISTICS FOR 2012




2012 Election Statistics

- 31 of 47 districts (76%) were able to use WAC 135-
110-370 to automatically re-elect their incumbent
candidate and call-off their election.

This number would have been slightly higher (33-34) but

some districts had trouble and couldn’t use the WAC
section.

Last year 19 of 47 (40%) were able to use WAC 135-
110-370.




Number of Candidates

There were 52 cano
There were 57 cano
There were 54 cano

There were 52 cano
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2012 Elections Observed
14 P

- Commission staff and the public observed six of
the sixteen district elections that were held (38%).




ELECTION RESOURCES




Resources on the Web
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_Questions / Discussion? Thank you!

Bill Eller
Election Officer,
Regional Manager,

Washington State
Conservation Commission

beller@scc.wa.gov
509-385-7512
POB 47721

Olympia, WA 98504-
7721
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