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Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration & 
Resiliency Initiative – ‘WSRRI’ 

• Labor Day Fires of 2020 – 600,000 acres
• 2021 Legislative Session

– $2.35 million operating
– $1.5 million capital (fencing)

• Collaborative Steering Committee
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…to restore shrubsteppe habitat and associated wildlife 
impacted by wildfires…
…support wildlife values and ranching communities in eastern 
Washington…
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Convene a collaborative group, facilitated by a neutral third 
party, to develop long-term strategy for shrubsteppe 
conservation and fire preparedness, response, and 

restoration.

Implement immediate no-regret actions
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*best kept secret



Review 
Teams

BLM, Cattlemen’s, Land Trusts, 
Tribes, NGOs, CDs, NRCS, 
USFWS, WDFW, WSU

6 Total
• Species Recovery
• Cultural Resources
• Technical Tool
• Plant Availability
• Wildlife Friendly Fencing*
• Deferred Grazing*

3 Total
• Wildlife Friendly Fencing* 
• Deferred Grazing*
• Habitat Restoration
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Guidelines Application





Wildlife Friendly Fencing

• Replace Burned Barbed-wire w/ Smooth Wire
• Fence Markers
• Remove Fence
• Retrofit
• Virtual Fence! 

“…the best wildlife friendly 
fence is no fence…”
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Fencing Awards

Fence Replacement - $410,000
Virtual Fence - $166,000

Retrofit/Remove - $110,000

~$686,000 total

19 miles (14+5)

40,000 acres
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Deferred Grazing

• How to best assist?
• What should it look like? 
• We asked producers…



Deferred Grazing

• Hay & Pasture Rental
• Timing (for best 

chance of recovery)
• Shrubsteppe

Condition
• $10k per producer 

per fy, 75% cost-
share

10 projects
$108,000

35,432 acres
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WSCC Fire Recovery Program
• Fires of 2020-2022
• 2021 Legislative Session
• $3 million for CDs for 

landowner fire recovery 
projects – split evenly 
over FY 22 and FY 23

State appropriations of the general 
fund are provided solely for 

conservation district technical 
assistance, project cultural resources 
review, project engineering, agency 

administration, and cost-share grants 
to landowners for recovery from 

wildfire damage, including, but not 
limited to, 

rebuilding fences, seeding 
unstable slopes, controlling 

weeds, and planting shrubs and 
trees for wildlife habitat.



• CD submits application 
with project details

• SCC staff committee 
review and approval

• $50,000 max. per 
landowner per fiscal 
year

• Funds project 
implementation, 
technical assistance, 
cultural resources, and 
engineering if needed

• Provides for “Initial 
Technical Assistance 
funding” up to $5,000
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Procedures FAQ

Fire Recovery Funding Procedures 
FY22_23.pdf | Powered by Box

Fire Recovery Funding FAQ FY22_23.pdf | 
Powered by Box

https://sccwagov.app.box.com/s/3klanq4pobpymn6fr642ahhhh2gzjrcr
https://sccwagov.app.box.com/s/w01ied5ml33juz56dm2dc947uhjjftii


Application



78 projects funded in FY 22 and 23
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Thank you!

Contact: 
Allisa Carlson
South Central Regional Manager
acarlson@scc.wa.gov
360.480.6686

Mike Baden 
North Central and Northeast 
Regional Manager
mbaden@scc.wa.gov
509-385-7510
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