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WHAT IS A RIPARIAN BUFFER?

A vegetated area (combination of
grass and trees) adjacent to a water
resource that provides protection
from pollution.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Runoff from agricultural fields is
deposited in the buffer rather than
being allowed to enter the water
source. Buffers also provide bank
stabilization, and aquatic and
wildlife habitat. Cattle are fenced
out of the stream or given limited
access. Alternative water source,
stream crossing and cross fencing
are some of the allowed practices.

THE PROGRAM

Riparian Buffers is an eligible
practice for financial assistance
through Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP).
Applications are taken locally and
added to that statewide pool. The
applications are ranked and funded
accordingly. The funding is part of a
Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP) grant awarded by
NRCS. Interested landowners can
contact their local NRCS or Soil and
Water Conservation District to

apply.
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