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Why do we need to “get visual” to communicate 
our conservation stories and messages?



65%

Majority of people are

visual learners



Most people only read 
20-28% of written text…



Most people only read 
20-28% of written text...

…and, after three days 
research suggests people 
only retain 10% of what 

they read.



If concise text is paired 
with relevant images, after 
three days people retain 

around 65% of 
information.

+



Human brain processes 
images 60,000x faster 

than text.



At-a-glance visuals preferred by…

Elected Officials Millennials
(largest adult population in U.S.)



How can our agency make it easier for us and 
for conservation districts to use more visuals 

in our communication?



Hurdle I:

We have a very 
limited selection of 
relevant photos to 

use in our 
materials.



Solution I:

We have a very 
limited selection of 
relevant photos to 

use in our 
materials.

Photo contest!







Hurdle II:

We don’t have 
icons/graphics to 

use when reporting 
metrics.



Solution II:

Design / collect 
icons to populate 

shared digital 
image library!

We don’t have 
icons/graphics to 

use when reporting 
metrics.



Library organized 
by topic in eight 
folders (e.g., 
BMPs, Fish and 
Wildlife, Working 
Lands)



Hurdle III:

Many audiences 
can’t conceptualize 

or relate to the 
metrics we report.



Solution III:

Visual equivalents 
for conservation 

measures!

Many audiences 
can’t conceptualize 

or relate to the 
metrics we report.





These irrigation projects return an 
estimated 14.1 cubic feet of water per 
second to our salmon streams. 

That’s enough to fill 14 
Olympic-sized swimming pools 
per day!



What’s the result?









Great for social 
media!



What’s next?



Visual “Conservation Catalog”



Photo training – before/after pics

Visual “Conservation Catalog”



Photo training – before/after pics

Visual “Conservation Catalog”

Coordination between data/visuals



Contact:
Laura Meyer
Communications Manager
lmeyer@scc.wa.gov 
360-701-9455
scc.wa.gov/marketing-toolkit
(photos and graphics tab)
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