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What is MAEAP? 

 Partnership 
 Farmers 
 Industry Groups 
 Conservation 
 Agency  
 University 

 Directed by Steering Committee-Partner 
Representation 
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The Mission 
 To develop and promote a recognized, voluntary, 

proactive environmental assurance program, 
targeted to the agricultural industry, which 
ensures that producers are engaging in cost-
effective pollution prevention practices and are 
in compliance with environmental regulations. 
 

 … Facilitate Success 
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Over 50 Partners… 





MAEAP 
 Three Systems 

 Livestock 
 Farmstead  
 Cropping 

 Built on existing, recognized programs and 
standards 

 Built on education, complimented by technical 
assistance 

 Voluntary, confidential, non-regulatory 
 Every farm, every size, every commodity 
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How Does it Apply to You? 
 

 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 

•RTF GAAMPs conformance 
•Environmental law compliance 

•Market Specialist 
•Mechanic 
•Engineer 
•Irrigation specialist 
•Purchasing agent 
•Soil scientist 
•Banker 

 
MAEAP is your Environmental Consultant 



 Contact your local MGSP 
Technician  

 Complete the confidential 
on-farm assessment 
tools 

 Evaluate your findings 
 Complete a plan on your 

terms 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 

How to Get Started 
 



 Liability/Ins $ Reduction 
 RTF protection 
 GAP audit assistance 
 Follow State and Federal 

laws 
 Improved Management 

 Plan for long term 
 Ahead of curve 
 Learn & improve 
 Recognition 

 
 

Why Participate? 
 Access to cost-share and 

incentive payments 
 Environmental concern 
 Marketing opportunities-

customer demand 
 Good neighbor 

 Regulatory discretion 

 Peace of mind – the right 
thing to do – pride 

 RUP credits 
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Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 

Verification Process 
 Verification checklist sent ahead of farm visit 
 No surprises 
 Site visits are confidential, non-regulatory, and at 

your request 



 
 

 

MAEAP verification granted: 
 

 
 
 
 

OR 
 

Changes identified that are needed to be eligible for 
verification.  Call MDA when ready for return farm 
visit. 

Verification Process  
Results of the Visit 
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Letter to local government and 
state representative 
Farm sign 
Certificate of participation 
 



 MAEAP farms have addressed  
 Chemical storage and use 
 Fuel Storage  
 Well safety 
 Sensitive areas 
 Water resources 
 Soil erosion 
 All related RTF GAAMP’s 
 & Environmental Laws 
 And more…  
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Environmental Gains 
 Currently over 11,000 farms participating with 

over 750 verifications 
 Sediment reduction – Over 55,000 tons per year 

or 10,253 - 10 yard dump trucks. 
 BOD (5 day) reduction to surface water – over 

308,500# per year from silage leachate 
 264,000+ acres with CNMP 
 3,157,000 tons of manure managed properly  
 Phosphorus reduction to surface water over 

184,000# per year = 118,000,000 lbs of algae 
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Identify Your Market 
 Selling directly to consumer 
 Selling to processor 
 Selling to retailer 
 Marketing to those you wish to rent land from 
 Agritourism 
 Bank Loan – Lower risk 
 Insurance purchasing – Lower liability 
 Marketing the entire industry – Farmers are an 

environmentally sustainable asset to the economy 
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Marketing Opportunities 



Opportunity to 
discuss farmer values 
and your commitment  
to great products 
AND the community 
and environment  

Stand out and 
differentiate yourself 
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Marketing 
directly to the 
public on site 
or at offsite 
events 
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Chateau Chantel 
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Agritourism – 
Your farm, 
the farms in 
your area, or 
someone 
else? 



Great Press 
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Organic Gardens 
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Be a good neighbor, 
lower your liability, 
earn RTF protection, 
take advantage of the 
marketing 
opportunities and 
become MAEAP 
verified! 



MAEAP Makes a 
Difference 

Michigan farmers 
are proud to be 
MAEAP verified! 



Questions? 
www.MAEAP.org 
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Thank You 


