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For years, Oklahoma was know for the Dust Bowl……..



During that same time Oklahoma was also experiencing tremendous 
floods.





Oklahoma’s Watershed Upstream Flood Control Program

2105 structures have established a $2 billion infrastructure providing 
multiple benefits to thousands of Oklahoma citizens.

Dams & established conservation practices in the watersheds provide $75 
million in benefits each year.



Other Benefits of the 
Watershed Program

Protect 1,532 county and highway bridges

Provide flood prevention for 20,541 farms and 
ranches

Traps 9.2 million tons of sediment each year

Has created or enhanced 44,399 acres of 
wetlands

42 lakes provide municipal water
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And then the rains came……….…
and it rained…………..

and it rained some more !!!!!!!

August 18 & 19, 2007
Tropical Storm Erin hits 
Oklahoma!



















2007 – A Record Year in Oklahoma

Federal Government issued a record eight 
disaster declarations

$290 million in benefits recognized from flood 
reduction due to control structures from January 
– July, 2007 

Flood control structures prevented an additional 
$30 million in flood related damages between 
August 18 & 19 
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How do we deliver????

No additional staff
No additional operating funds

The only thing worse 
than having no funds is 
having too much!
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2008 - 09 Legislative Initiative

Build Capacity in Conservation Districts

Operations

Staffing

The Challenge – Selling this to a legislature that 
doesn’t want to “grow” government. 

The solution – Show them what’s in it for them.

§

§









Garfield County Statistics

County Area – 677,120 acres

County Population – 57,000

County Seat Population – Enid, OK  46,514

54 people per square mile

614,690 acres in farms

Median Household Income - $35,597
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The Challenges Continue…..

Before April 2008 

After April 2008 è
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