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The Mission

To develop and promote a recognized, voluntary,
proactive environmental assurance program,
targeted to the agricultural industry, which
ensures that producers are engaging in cost-
effective pollution prevention practices and are
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MAEAP

Three Systems

Livestock

Farmstead

Cropping
Built on existing, recognized programs and
standards

Voluntary, confidential, non-regulatory
Every farm, every size, every commodity
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MAEAP is your Environmental Consultant



Contact your local MGSP
Technician

Complete the confidential
on-farm assessment
tools

Evaluate your findings

Complete a plan on your
terms




Why Participate?

Access to cost-share and
Incentive payments

Environmental concern

Marketing opportunities-
customer demand

Good neighbor
Regulatory discretion

Peace of mind 1 the right
thing to do 1 pride

RIIP credite

Liability/Ins $ Reduction
RTF protection
GAP audit assistance

Follow State and Federal
laws

Improved Management
Plan for long term
Ahead of curve
Learn & improve
Recognition



Verification Process

Verification checklist sent ahead of farm visit
No surprises

Site visits are confidential, non-regulatory, and at
your request




Verification Process
Results of the Visit

MAEAP verification granted:

&b‘
Letter to local government and * ok & l
State representative Ragost /’“43
Farm sign _
Certificate of participation ¢ N— \

3 £ -
OR ¥R

Changes identified that are needed to be eligible for
verification. Call MDA when ready for return farm
Visit.



MAEAP farms have addressed

Chemical storage and use

Fuel Storage

Well safety

Sensitive areas

Water resources

Soll erosion

Al | rel at ed
& Environmental Laws

And mor eée
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Environmental Gains

. Currently over 11,000 farms participating with
over 750 verifications

, Sediment reduction T Over 55,000 tons per year
or 10,253 - 10 yard dump trucks.

. BOD (5 day) reduction to surface water T over
308,500# per year from silage leachate

. 264,000+ acres with CNMP
. 3,157,000 tons of manure managed properly

Phosphorus reduction to surface water over
184,000# per year = 118,000,000 Ibs of algae



Marketing Opportunities

ldentify Your Market

Selling directly to consumer

Selling to processor

Selling to retailer

Marketing to those you wish to rent land from
Agritourism

Bank Loan T Lower risk

Insurance purchasing i Lower liability

Marketing the entire industry T Farmers are an
environmentally sustainable asset to the economy
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Visiting Dundonal Highland Cattl Scottish Traditio

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) is to develop and implement a
proactive environmental assurance program ensuring that Michigan farmers are engaging in cost-
effective pollution prevention practices and working to comply with state and federal environmental
regulations. It is an innovative, proactive program that helps farms of all sizes and all commodities

voluntarily prevent or minimize agricultural pollution risks.

Established in 1998 as a part of Michigan's overall agricultural pollution prevention strategy, MAEAP was
initiated by a broad coalition of producers, commodity groups, state agencies and conservation and
environmental interests.

announce that we are a verified member of the MAEAP Framstead System.

This Farm is
Environmentally
Verified
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Agritourism 1
Your farm,
the farms In

your area, or
someone
else?

Welcome to Candy Cane CHRISTmas Tree

Home of the Living Christmas Tree

Home About Us Our Products Caring for Your Tree Your Visit ‘ Ecology \ Living Memorial Tree Your Farm Stories

Contact Us

Follow Us!

Get to the Farm

Type in your address and we plan
you a route to our farm

Your address here
Your city,state here

PLAN ROUTE

Ecology

B Growing Christmas trees produces oxygen, cleanses our air and water, and provides
fanimal habitats. Itis a natural way of combating the carbon footprint left by the
demands of our modern society. You can help too. When you buy a tree at Candy
Cane Christmas Tree Farm and bring back the tree tage between April 15-30, we will
give you a four-year-old bare-root transplant to plant at your home. It helps make a
~:,lbetterworld for all of us. You can also opt to purchase one of our living potted trees
and plant it outdoors after decorating it for the holidays.

many chores by hand or using battery operated eqummem where possible to reduce our carbon footpnnt f:'-r':;-'“
in our community. For example, all tree timming is done with hand tools. All weed control is done with a

battery operated micron applicator which directs the micron mist it produces directly on the weeds, using ;_‘

ahout one quarter the product. We conserve water through drip irrigation, applying it only and directly

where necessary. Insect control is mostly done organically using IPM (integrated pest management). In

the rare instance where stronger components are needed, we use a backpack sprayer only on the few

trees that really need it.

Forthese reasons and others of 3 more technical nature, we were awarded two major ecology awards in
2007 and anotherin 2009. In August 2009, we received industry recognition from the Michigan Christmas 5
Tree Association as an "Environmentally Friendly Farm™.

We were the first farm in Oakland County to be certified under the Michigan
Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) sponsored by the Michigan
Department of Agriculture. MAEAP is a voluntary program that encourages Michigan
farmers to adopt cost effective pollution prevention practices in compliance with state
and federal environmental regulations. In this day of spreading development, where
he fragile ecosystems are often disturbed, the MAEAP program offers a systematic
approach to ensure that everything we do on the farm is friendly to our neighbors and
o the environment.

\We have also been awarded Michigan Farm Bureau's 2007 Award for Proactive
Leadership in Ecology Management. This award also recognizes the work we have
done to make Candy Cane Christmas Tree Farm a model of good environmental stewardship in our community.

We can't do this alone. We consider you partners in our endeavor. Without your patronage, we would not be able to provide this
wonderful tree sanctuary in our community.

We also thank Michigan Farm Bureau, Michigan Department of Agriculture, Michigan State University, the Michigan Christmas

Tree Association and the National Christmas Tree Association for all the expertise they lend us members who are trying to make
a difference

Next >




Featured - Grand Rapids, News - Grand Rapids, Region - Grand Rapids »

Ottawa nurseries honored by MAEAP for
ecological practices

By Rachel Watson
July 11, 2009, 5:00AM




Related Articles

Turning the Consume|
Tide

How can you capitaize on the
food-crazed socisty?

by Jenan Jonss Banzon

find Money to Bring the
Buyers

Agrioursm grants for your
operation

by Anthony Hall

Helping Women Succeed
Annie’s Project sweeps across
the country

by Don Dale

Empire State Apples
Chalenges and successes in
{he last year

by Anthony Hs!

Growing in the Cyberworid
How can you win on tha Yeb?

by Jenan Jonez Eenzon

Article Tools
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NORTH FEATURES

Building a Better Greenhouse
by Jenan Jones Benson

Michigan programs aim to help growers get ahead

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MAEAF AND MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY.

An Elzinga & Hoeksema Greenhouses employee examines organic vegstable
slarts

Greenhouse produdion is key for many commercial growers, especially these in cold
climates. With consumers’ growing demand for fresh produce year-round, they are
becoming more and more essential. But, undercover crops sap a lot of energy,
draining both growers’ pockeibooks and the environment In addition, fertilizers,
peslicides. petroleum and wasle producls are potentizl water poliutants. Teday, some
state programs and Innovative farmers are finding ways to bulld better greenhouses
and develop strategies for production that is both emvironmentially sensitive and
profitable

Supporting environmentally sound methods

meijer

cjer

- -

This Farm is
Environmentally

Verified

Signage promotes an operation’s
compliance with voluntary environmental
quality assurance efforts.
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Growers eamning the MAEAP seal of approval
have a marketing and funding advantage. The
logo, recently made available for promotional
use by verified farms, demonstrates good
environmental stewardship to consumers,
and the designation can bring cost-share
incentives, tax credits, low-cost lending and
reduced liability insurance premiums from
participating companies. It also certifies that
applicable Michigan Right-to-Farm practices
are in place, providing nuisance liability
protection.

MAEAP verification involves an educational
workshop and a confidential on-farm risk
assessment by a groundwater technician,
which identifies potential problems and
customized, economically viable solutions.

Lastly, a third-party verification confirms that risks have been appropriately addressed.
Verification is repeated every three years.
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Be a good neighbor,
lower your liability,
earn RTF protection,
take advantage of the
marketing
opportunities and
become MAEAP
verified!




